
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Maryland Nonprofits, representing more than 1400 member organizations across our 
state, submits the following comments on new rules proposed for the Combined Federal 
Campaign. We also endorse the comments “Charity Response” submitted jointly on 
May 21 by eight national organizations. 

While there are changes we view as positive, we join a great number of other 
organizations in believing that several other changes pose a serious threat to the 
effectiveness of the CFC.  These are: 

1. Charities will have to pay an annual, non-refundable, upfront entry fee of 
unknown amount that will change annually. 

2. Many current giving options will be eliminated which may result in a dramatic 
drop in giving. Specifically these include eliminating paper pledges in favor of 
online and electronic giving, and eliminating cash and check gifts. 

3. Local campaign structures are eliminated, in favor of centralized bureaucracies at 
a regional level, which would remove much of the local engagement and 
ownership vital to successful campaigns.  

With many others, we fear these proposals will negatively impact both participation and 
giving by federal employees, while discouraging many organizations from participating.  
The CFC is the largest workplace giving campaign in the nation, and is particularly 
important in the Maryland/National Capital area (which represents more than a quarter 
of all CFC donations).  

We appreciate that there are positive changes in the new rules: campaign timing, use of 
technology and revised audit thresholds. But shifting cost recovery to a non-refundable 
application fee, eliminating the local engagement infrastructure and activities, and 
requiring electronic contributions only, will very likely undermine and overwhelm those 
positive changes.  

Maryland Nonprofits strongly urges that the proposed rules be reconsidered, and that 
the changes we have cited above be clarified, revised or postponed pending further 
review with greater input from the charitable community. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important policy, which will affect 
thousands of individuals, families and communities served by Maryland Nonprofits’ 
members. 

 


